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Others have taken road trips.



What Will Be Covered?
• Look our world and new era of communication

• The value of ASES

• How online advertising works

• What SEO is and why it’s important

• Example of how Solar Today would go online

• Supporting Chapters and Business members

• Generating revenue 



How Has Media Changed from 1954 to 2013?

• Radio

• TV

• Internet

Dominated by Broadcasters

Dominated by Content

Dominated by Broadcasters

It just has to be found.





http://ssl.gstatic.com/think/docs/our-mobile-planet-united-states_research-studies.pdf
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http://www.go-gulf.com/blog/smartphone/
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Smart Phones are Connected 
to the Internet All the Time

• Having a Smart, Accessible Web Presence is 
more important than ever

• Allowing people to find content and 
comment on it, share it with others is key 
in an interconnected world.



Mission ASES

To inspire an era of energy innovation and speed the 
transition to a sustainable energy economy.



7 Billion people and growing

Our World



What does the 
world need?

Energy



What Does ASES Have?
• Almost 60 Years of valuable solar, renewable & 

sustainable energy information.

• It’s the information that is missing from the 
internet.

• It’s incredibly valuable as people seek sustainable 
energy sources.  People in developing countries 
have smart phones and look for information.  
Why not serve up (clean!) energy information?

• Information that people look for (via search 
engines) has tremendous value to advertisers.



Web Ads & Monetization







One reason why people blog:
Creating content that people are looking for 

and place ads within it.



ASES Has Great Content Already



ASES Has Lots of Content

• Information the world needs

• Research to share with others, build upon, drive innovation

• Valuable content to advertisers

• Give value to solar advertisers.  Through basic search (since 
every article and paper is SEO) more people see content 
and learn about business sponsors.

• ASES has more options.  All the content is dynamic.



Leverage Content’s Value

Build Up and Support Chapters,
Business and Professional Membership

While Fulfilling Mission

To inspire an era of energy innovation and speed the 
transition to a sustainable energy economy.







Google Search Algorithms

How does it figure out which website to show first?

It’s actually a super secret complex algorithm that frequently changes.

Pdfs can show up within searches, but often do not.

• There are a large number of factors:

• How old is the website?

• How many other sites are linking in?

• How long do people stay on the site?

• Does the url match the content?

• Does the meta data match up with the content?

• Are the images tagged with the same key words?

• How frequently does the text show up within the content?

• Do the title tags match up with the <p> tags that follow?

• Are there broken links within the page?

• How often does this site generate content?    Etc...





http://www.omagdigital.com/publication/?
i=136002&page=1
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http://solartoday.org/05/2012/dow-powerhouse-evolving-toward-high-efficiency
Dow Solar’s Powerhouse building-integrated photovoltaic (BIPV) shingles made their commercial debut 
in Denver last fall, but the company...

Image tags: Dow Solar shingles, building integrated 
photovoltaics, BIPV, roofing

Alt text / Image caption: Dow Solar shingles are a 
type of PV that can be integrated into a building 
roof.

Image tag: Jane Palmieri, Dow Solar

The Colorado Convention Center (CCC) - site of the World Renewable Energy Forum (WREF), May 13 - 17 
has been generating solar power since 2008.  The 300 kW array on the south roof...

http://solartoday.org/05/2012/greening-wref-2013

http://solartoday.org/05/2012/solarcity-launches-home-energy-loans
SolarCity in March unveiled a home-loan program designed to reduce or eliminate upfront costs of energy-efficient
upgrades nationwide.  The company offers a comprehensive home-energy evaluation to diagnose the cause of high 
utility bills...

http://solartoday.org/05/2012/growing-silicon-crystals-directly-on-foil
Ampulse Corp., working with the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ONRL) and 
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) has developed a chemical 
vapor deposition process to grow silicon on inexpensive foil, creating cells just 
thick enough - 10 microns or less - to convert most of the solar energy into 
electricity...

Tag: Bill Scanlon Alt text / Image tag: Growing silicon wafers from silane gas, NREL

Articles become different web pages / urls so specific 
content can be found.
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Bring Value Back into 
ASES Membership

• Within web redesign, prominent placement

• If have own server (dedicated server) can place as many domains 
as you want.  (Will need it to host massive content.)

• Can host chapters websites on server 

• Guide chapters to get their information online in a SEO manner, 
help them get the solar goodness to their communities.

• Support professional / business members by leveraging great 
content / massive views / search engines serving information - 
their business information can also be seen. 





Members

• Professional / Business Members $89 - 
Listings in a way that benefits them 

• HTML & Geolocation. Logic that can show 
certain ads based upon browser location.

• Can submit articles for publication.

• Build value into ASES membership

What do people get in exchange?
What are they supporting?



ases.org

al-solar.org

mnrenewables.org

renewable.org

• Service to the chapters

• Chapters keep full control over the website

• Help with setup give training, how to maintain, get their 
information out, make SEO, surrounding community can 
find their events, calendar widgets, share info how to 
support

Web Server



Advertisers want 
Valuable Info

• People are interested in clean solar and 
renewable energies.

• They are searching on Google, on their 
computers and phones.

• Google text-based ads are smart enough to 
insert relevant advertising on web pages 



ASES Makes Revenue

• Great content - Lots and lots of it

• Embedded advertisements

• Solar / Renewable / Business Online Advertising

• Chapters keep whatever revenue their site makes

Less people watching TV, advertisers trying to reach 
target audience. (Insert pict of person w. ipad



Open Source vs. Closed Systems



Open Source vs. Closed Systems



Online Communities

• Have a question?

• Search for an answer

• Wikipedia

• Anyone can edit.  People are constantly contributing.

• Fairly reliable source of information based on the 
strength of many - OPEN



Open

• Letters to the Editor

• ASES News

• Chapter News / Members

• Resources

• Education News

• Marketplace (small business) / 
Professional Listings

• Industry News

• Calendar

• Reader’s Forum

• No Letters to the Editor

• What’s New / Advances

• Perspective

• Investing

• Local (Milwaukee)

• Case Study / Analysis

• Inside ASES, highlighting chapter.

• 2013 Buyer’s Guide, many opt not to be 
listed, ASES Business Supporters at the 
last section, some not in category.

• All website comments closed.

Solar Today 1988, 1995, 2003 Solar Today 2011

Closed



Open Websites Encourage 
Information Exchange

• Texas

• Massachusetts

• Leh, India

• Winnipeg, Canada

• Bella Vista, Buenos Aires

One page has comments from:

It’s in a public format, so people can read what others 
have done or written, to learn, share and participate.



With the right plugin (Akismet) spam is stopped.



Leave the Dark Side Behind

Take a Successful Road 
Trip



The Internet
• Website setup to harness many

• Information Exchange  

• Content is King

• Amplification of Information 

• Spreading messages easy. Let others comment, ask 
questions, share information



One Year

• Transform ASES’ position in the community to one of a leader of 
solar and renewable energy information

• Fulfill the mission

• Build the website, put all of the information: 59 years including 43 
scientific conferences, 26 years of Solar Today, policy reports 
online, SEO accessible 

• Build a structure on open communication / harness volunteers.

• Regain financials, regain trust of donors, get back into an office.



ASES Rocks On!

• Web

• Solar Today Paper Magazine

• Conferences - Science & Research

• Solar Tour - Home Outreach

• Local Chapters - Support Local

• Business / Professional Members 


